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26th March 2020
Dear Parents,
I hope this note finds you well. I am acutely aware that this is a very difficult time for everybody and most unprecedented. I wanted to touch base with you all to reassure you in terms of your child’s education and emphasize your role within this new situation. I wish to stress that we do not wish to impose an added burden on you in any form and we are aware that many families may have sick relatives or may be working hard on the front line in different capacities. 
We have thought carefully about our approach to your child’s education and we are collaborating as a staff on a regular basis to provide a consistent, progressive yet straightforward approach that is easily accessible for all children to engage with the national curriculum, picking up from where our teachers left off so abruptly on the 12th of March. 
We are aware that many children will have differentiated needs and abilities which are addressed in school specifically, especially those children who may attend Learning Support for extra academic support or extra challenges academically. We have included a tab with some resources for Learning Support which we will keep updating.  We are also very mindful of our little pupils ‘The Wrens’ in our Early Intervention classes. Our teachers have uploaded videos and ideas for you to use at home. In mainstream we will provide a baseline concept which introduces a new learning objective through an online teaching link for example in maths. This is not a substitute for the teaching your child would receive in a typical school day but will offer methodologies for children to use in terms of new curriculum concepts. Our objective is quality of learning and not quantity and as a result we will not be overloading on the baseline of tasks provided. We will however provide extra support work on the topics provided for children who would like to be challenged. Please DO NOT SEE THIS AS OBLIGATORY. If your child understands a concept then they understand it and whether they can do 5 sums or 50 the result is the same, they can do it! What I would say is that the best method of encoding information in the brain is through repetition but the key is leaving a timeframe in between. Reinforcing a concept is best achieved by continuing to revisit it through practising one or two questions every week. This is far more beneficial than practising 50 at one time and neglecting to revisit that concept over time. An accumulative method of teaching, progressing forward yet revisiting is the best way of ensuring these concepts are placed in the memory to recall. If your child can teach you the concept then you know they truly have it. 
We are sending work home to be completed in each of the three main core areas of English, Irish and maths as well as the foundation areas of, history, geography, science, music, art etc. per day. We are including a P.E slot every day too to keep children active. Ms Healy has provided a template for all classes to follow. There are some great activities for the children and which may provide fun for all the family!! These can be found under the ‘Active Schools’ tab on the school website.
 As this unforeseen closure may continue for some time we are continuing with progression of the curriculum as would have happened had we still been in school. In order to do this we will send a link with a short lesson in the concept we wish your child to grasp.  We intend to give 5 questions for children to complete on this concept every day. (Junior and Senior Infants may differ).On Friday the answers will be put up on the website for your child. It is very important that your child gets to have the work corrected either self correct using the correction template, or for younger children if an adult could please use the template to correct for them. It will be difficult for your child to progress with daily activities without the motivation of knowing how they have progressed with their task so we believe that it is important to provide this information for them. 
We thank you for your role in supporting your child in their education. We do not want you to be concerned if your child does not grasp a concept or if you are finding the task very difficult at home and you are afraid that your child is missing out. It is really important that this learning experience is not stressful for adults or children as that will be counterproductive! We intend to do a baseline assessment on all children in order to structure teaching and plan for areas that need reinforcement to cover gaps when children return to school…… so please do not worry! 
These are difficult times but we will pull together as best we can and hopefully this time too shall pass.
If I can offer any help please feel free to contact me on the school email st.colmcilles1@gmail.com  and I will get back to you as soon as I can.
Wishing you all and your families a safe and healthy passage through this time and please God we will be back together again soon. 

With Kindest regards,

AM  Ford.



										



Tullydonnell, Togher, Drogheda, Co. Louth. Ph :041-6852301   Email:st.colmcilles1@gmail.com Roll no: 014340
Dominus illuminatiomea


image1.jpeg
Scoil naomh chotmalle




